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Deal is done 
but EU warns 
of more delays 


Battle to commence within cabinet 
over vision for final Brexit agreement 


Daniel Boffey and Anushka Asthana 


Theresa May’s “hard-won” deal with 
Brussels to take the Brexit negotiations 
to the next stage was publicly praised by 
allsides ofher divided party last night, but 
the EU warned that splits in the cabinet 
could still delay serious talks about trade 
until deep into 2018. 

While the prime minister was lauded 
by ministers for striking an agreement 
early yesterday morning to move the 
Brexit talks on to the future relationship, 
astatement was being drafted in Brussels 
for agreement by EU leaders next week 
in which they will call on the UK to offer 
urgent clarity of their vision for the future. 

May sealed the agreement after all- 
night talks with all sides, including two 
phone calls with the Democratic Unionist 
party leader, Arlene Foster, who had scup- 
pered negotiations earlier in the week, fol- 
lowed bya dash to Brussels fora breakfast 
meeting with the European commission 
president, Jean-Claude Juncker. 

The taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, said ofthe 
deal that “this is not the end but it is the 
end of the beginning”. 

A senior EU official said the member 
states could beready by February or March 
to have substantive talks on the future, 
but only if May had got to grips with her 
cabinet and agreed a settled position. 

Until then discussions will be largely 
limited tothe terms of the two-year transi- 
tion period requested by May, under which 


the UK will remain under EU law and the 
European court of justice but without a 
decision-making role in institutions. 

The deal was widely welcomed by 
Conservatives, but still highlighted party 
divisions. Some remainers claimed it was 
the “nail inthe hard-Brexit coffin” and set 
Britain on track to a deal that would repli- 
cate the benefits of the customs union and 
single market, while Brexiters argued that 
nothing was agreed until everything was 
agreed, and said Britain should keep open 
the option of crashing out on to World 
Trade Organization rules. 

Whitehall sources said a battle would 
now commence within the government 
over the final Brexit deal, with Boris John- 
son and Michael Gove unlikely to agree 
with the likes of Philip Hammond and 
Amber Rudd over the best final outcome. 

On Monday, May will meet her cabinet 
to update members on talks so far and 
open the door to discussions about transi- 
tion. A week later talks will begin over the 
so-called “end state” - the government’s 
settled position on the final Brexit deal. 

But a senior EU official said ministers 
appeared to still believe in Johnson’s 
claim that it was possible for the UK to 
“have your cake and eat it”. “The UK has 
not been particularly specific,” the official 
said. “It has been setting out a number of 


red lines, but what the UK l 
has been saying so far still bays) >) 
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The European commission president, Jean-Claude Juncker, shakes hands with 
Theresa May in Brussels yesterday Photograph: Yves Herman/Reuters 
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Please help 
us to break 
the chain of 
destitution 


he themes of this year’s 
Guardian and Observer 
charity appeal are youth 
homelessness, and des- 
titution among asylum 
seekers. These overlap- 
ping causes are both 
compelling and urgent, 
and highlight the dire risk that austerity 
and the erosion of the social security 
safety net pose to some of society’s 
most vulnerable people. 

It is extraordinary that in one of 
the world’s wealthiest countries we 
should be using the word “destitu- 
tion” - with all its Victorian-era con- 
notations of extreme hardship. But 
that is what is faced by so many 
of the people our appeal charities 
work with: a struggle to find shelter, 
warmth and food. 

Destitution describes people who 
“cannot meet their core material needs 
for basic physiological functioning from 
their own resources”. 

Homelessness and destitution feel 
increasingly visible and distressing to 
many of us. In England, the official data 
shows that all forms of homelessness 
have soared over the past few years, 
and some experts feel these figures 
underestimate the scale of the problem. 
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With 4,700 homeless guests expected over nine days at asada Volunteer rest area 
Crisis, we have to make sure we're well prepared. And Denai rng — TT TTO 

we urgently need your help. Reserve a place at Crisis at W © | 0 @ E = | +a 
Christmas for just £26.08 today, and you'll help make \ 1e |O C1 c7 


sure we can give our guests the food, safety, comfort \ 
and support they need to take the first step out of i È, \ 


homelessness. 


Your £26.08 is needed more than ever. We know that 
approximately 160,000 households across Britain are 
experiencing the worst forms of homelessness. Across the 
UK thousands of people are sleeping rough. But it’s not 
inevitable. Your gift makes all the difference. 
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Helpful 
advice 


Volunteer 
briefing 


Crisis UK (trading as Crisis). Registered charity numbers: 
E&W1082947, SC040094. Company number: 4024938. 


